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2) 0 'L 1948

[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

CYPEIR/OTP WORLD RANISATION DISTRIBUTION

FlRC4 N&hW YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE

(From United Kingdom Delegation to the United
Nations)

No. 996,.

29th March,

Repeated

1948.

to: Jerusalem,
9 ashington Saving.

Wddrussed Foreimnat t o Jcousee.
Ds Xit "o.

ynii-ld 17roni lff i on
996 of 29th liarch

nl' i iin t

Yur'. telgram lo, 1,214.

a tlp

dcc isio
'to. Commission 4'

(a)C
nit

psynotiof,

,,,- .

I i ine t t ia 1 tion.S

to coplete neo:'tisios assbeen conveyed
o l mi ollo n oints:-

o7Jissioni
pounds Pj

-dation'

n Ote ut t interest tout 1 ist annualnlstii>a 49,000 will represent ant
to the asst o~r L t 'Jvernamnt of

(b) Cnaisson note'-~+- t a is 0s jestJi's Aovernmeant
rc tes tat 'aving $ rgar o t trms of. paragraph 9(d)

ofhator 3 tt of declrtion t' ofPart S of -ssembIy's plan,
continue .alidity of these, e rrancmts is not (repeat not)

suE d bu t point out tht paragraph 2 of -ction of
hapEr3 , of.7A.mbly's la.L hodi}m hav. ben observed and

t on mis mt t er sholdY navm 00eenU di sse wit Coiission±
-.cision was9 t1n l

10'L Ell£ 102

rn vi of tw foregoing Commis re7tsenve their
position both as to the proce&urc employed in r.ching

bi dciio and aith regarua w ay action Lne may consier
necessarZbly '\i th respectV to Iis conesio tte: the

~t tion o"f te . lmanldte.-a

Please pass IL2VILedA ite" to0 r"usa lemL adi

*-s mytl'as)o.2UadBre 6rse

oliaL I
tively."'

opiss sent 'ctco fljra.K ectiAL:% oInooi Of{ice fs1or
repetiL tion to Jteusslei].

D: 2.45 p.m.29th March,

R: 9.35 p.m,29th March,

1948.

1948.
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1948

Registry )E494199/8/31Number~ -4

FROM
Colonial Office

No. Communicated
76462/48

Dated

Received
in Registry

31st
3rd

March
April

Last Paper

References

Palest;nian Fla used for Merchant Shi±pi

Copy of letter from Mr. Higham to the Admiralty
dated 31st March. enclosing copy of savingran from
the High Commisaioner No, 124 dtted 16th February
on the subject of the Flag used by Mechant Shipping
under Palestine Law. This is the red ensign defaced
with a white ball bearing the word "Palestine".
Mr. Creech Jones takes the view that it is undesired
able that a defaced Brutish ensign should continue
to be employed after the termination of the Mandate.
Asks views also of the Foreign Office and the
Ministry of Transport.
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TeL'grarns: Shipping) SHIPM r'nFR. Tr.Fx, I.Nii N
(Inland Transport) c'Tw":. TF: Fc I xm.

Tr-1 AnF.Y 77lI E\TN...

Any the.r colln rnc'Imon u h
1addre secd t o

HdE SECRETARY,
saddres;, as oppostei

Iandthe folou ng rI ferene

ufR 596.

Your Refreec...

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT,

SQUARE HOUSE,

LoNDON, W,.

Iam directed by th Minister of ?ransort trefer to your letter, 764P/48, of 3lst March,
addre d to the Admiralty, in ply to state
that the minister is of the inion that t
flyng of the defaced Red asgn after the
termination th andate should OT be allowed

Hek theref ore reco£ssends tt th etna th
revoked with effc rm the temnto of the

Copejo this letter a isent
G ,r.al ty '" an d the 4reign office,

to the

Your b e servanr
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES
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For the attention of: J.G.S.Beith Eso igofict*sq.., oein Office, Whitehall,8 y 1.(R ef. E.41199,1/31*.*)
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SECRET IN

WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential codemessage, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to
persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(*NOTE Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad
"O'.P. are excepted from this rule.)

271110D/M ay (
From: COMPAL Date: 27.5.148

Recd: 0935

SECRETEX

To: Admiralty

Info: C.in C. Med.

MOST' I1DIAE-

Following for. utch Colonial Office from Pollock begins:

Question of flag-s bei n sed by Ships of Palestine
registration has arisen in acute frm. Palestine Ships are still

usin Red Ensigns refaced with Palestine on White Circle. A
ship wear in his flag is expected at Tel Aviv shortly and may be
object of hostile air or sea attack. Presumo ships wearing this
flag in thes circurmsta cis not (?now) entitled to protection by
Royal Tavy Presume su xggest immediate steps be taken for

-cancellatim of Admiralty warrant authmrising use cf this fla
by ship o Palestine Registration eem s.

2. Amral is requested to pass to Colonial O,2ice.

271110D.

Advance copies sent D.C. ) 1030/2
MBr. ) 100/27

Passin action being taken by War Registry.

C 1 st Lord

ist S.L.(3)

0. D .42

M.(25)
Secretary

D..o f . ^

..I(2)

vac17



SECRET
WARNING :
message,

persons outside British or Alied

This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code

the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to cornrnunicatre it to>

Government Services.

(NOTE* : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad

(".T.P." are excepted f r jrn this rule.)

Compale
nf o . C omraander

271905A/May

Date 27.5.48
in Chief, Medi terranean,

..w.. ,$7:.r - <SEC " X

TII 7F- 7 71~r

Your 2'711

Admirlt F7~' rant
efiectlrom l tn Igy fir,,., c- - rvo ked r '

2 Sort periad of
( Plea Ehnlign

U 2to C)0viae

gree; w s:4 a:rEec to permittin21 Se
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left at ,e -d thout a
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1 ,- .z
sao,

2 a1cO

for Hoad of N.L,
(o A.K 400)s

4c:: : : :i
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. 3615/48 ) and for Mr. Gut to., Colonial Offic,
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1948

Registry
Number

TELEGRAM FROM
J.M. Troutbeck

No. B.M.3,O.
Cairo

Dated

Received
in Registry

107

2nd
3rd

April

F3
PAJESTINEf

,....y-=fgaHuraley A
1 4ef er Damascus telegram No, 159 dated 25th March
(33899/8/31) Telegram has been reft ved from Muse

Aeams asking advice and help in his efforts to
negotiate the purchase of Sarafand site by his landdevelopement scheme.
Recomamends that favourable consideration be givento his request.
A rival company has been formed in Egypt under the
auspices of the Arab League, Musa's scheme isconsidered to be the better by B.M.E.O.
Asks whether Bagdad may inform him that his telegramhas been received and submitted to Foreign Office.
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* ~ is telegram is of particular secreoy and should be retained bythe authorised recipient and not passed on].
Cypher/OTP

FRO BRI TISH MID

TO FORI

No.s 107.
April 2nd, 1948.

Repeated to Jerusalem,
Bagdad,
Damascus,
Beirut,
Amman,
Jedda,
United Kingdom Delegation, New York.

DEPARTMENTAL DISTRIBUTION

)DLE EAST OFFICE CAIRO

zGN OFFICE ~7..'

D : 7.58.p.m. Apri . 2nd, 1948.
R: 10. 2 5.p.m. April 2pd, AJ 8494

IUPOTAN1T.

SECRET.

Addressed to ForeinOffice telegram No.9107 Apriland -
repeated for information to Jerusalem, Bagdad, Damascus, Beirutmman, Jedda and United Kingdom Delegation, Hew York.

Sale of Sarafand Camp.

Following from Clayton.

Damascus telegram No. 159 to you,

have received a telegram from iusa lami asking for myadvice and hel inhis efforts to negotiate the purchase of3raf and site by his land development scheme, He points out thathis land development society is strictly non profit making and hefeels that preference should be given to it rather than to commer-cial applicants. The 'ociety would use the land and installationsfor improvement af living conditions of urban and rural ,rabpopulation.

. .Lusa Jlami scheme, with details of which Palestineadm instration are acquainted, is based on sound and prog'essivclines and in principle subject to the views of Government afPalestine, I would recommend favourable consideration being givento his request.

3. But his scheme is not the only one in the field a rivalcompany having been formed in igypt under the auspices of the rab-eague. . usa a.lami scheme I consider better but by pluta ing forit we Eight run the risk of taking sides in internal .rab d s tes
4. It seems to me he should be told that his offer nust beconsidered on level terms with any similar jnrab offer, though I

tre to otht pefeance nit b given to genuine schemesfortheamelioration of .rab masses as opposed to purely comercialsp.e cu1st ion,

5. ay Bagdad inform him that his telegram a ben received,.nd his request submitted to you for consideration?
pforeignCffice please pass to U.K. Del New York as myte m No.15]Jiiieperom 

T a tedto UKDel,, New rY ork, L _Copy sent to Usecrtaltt
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Cypher/OTf' DEARTNTAL DISTRIBUTION

EJ207/8/31.
Confidential.

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO BRITISH MIDDLE

EAST OFFICE CAIRO

NO.282.
April 9th, 1948. D. 11.40.a.m. April 10th,19248.

Repeated to Jerusalem
Bagdad No. 320.
Damascus No. 166.;-
Beirut No. 213.
Amman No. 218.
Jedda No. 176.
U.K.Delegation New York No. 1.65.

IMPORTANT.

CONFIDENTIAL,

Addressed to BMEO. Cairo telegram No. 262 of9th April, repeated for information to Jerusalem, Bagdad,Damascus, Beirut, Amman, Jedda and United Kingdom
Delegation New York.

Your telegram No. 107 [of April 2nd; sale of SarafandJ.

Following for Clayton.

Question of disposal of fixed assets in Palestine(including Sarafand) will shortly be submitted to MinistersAccording to latest report from Jerusalem, Arab offerof 865,000 Palestine pounds is at present the bestavailable but it is not clear who the bidder is. If hehas not already done so Musa Alami should get into touchwith the Disposals Mission in Palestine and we shouldcertainly wish any offer of his to be considered on an
equal footing with other Arab offers,

2. 1 am repeating this telegram to His Majesty'sAmbassador at Bagdad and shall be grateful if he will informMusa Alami in the sense of the previous sentence.

[Copy sent to Middle East Secretariat.]
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iD. .25.ta.m. April

B...a.U. Cairo.
Jerusalem.

Addressed to Foreign ffice telera ino. 413 off
April 16th repeat for information to B. ...
Cairo, and Jerusalem.

262 to b.. . u

En Clair FILES

Sir H. lack.

April 16th,191 8.

__ FLFICL

april 17th,19.

Action taken as instructed.
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Seconta ryof State

I attach a copy of
at the Defence Committe
Directive to the G.O. C.

the paper which is being taken
e to-morrow concerning the

British Troops in Pale t ine.

The text of this Directive has been discussed forsome time between the various Departments concerned,including the Foreign Office, and has our general
concurrence. Mr. Beckett has seen it and approves,
subject to one or two verbal amendments which have
been given to the Colonial Office.

The Directive and Administrative Instruction
cover the period between May 15th and August 1st.
Their intention is to define the legal status of the
G. O.C., to limit his responsibilities to the
withdrawal of British troops and to indlemnify him
against claims that he should accept wBider responsi-
bilities for administration and security.

The recommendation (b) in paragraph 7 of the
covering pacer is that the Foreign Secretary should
communicate the Directive to the United Nations
Commission anJ if possible obtain their concurrence
(but with the understanding that the Directive
would not be changed even if they disagreedd. It
seems most likely that the Commission will now for
all practical purposes cease to exist, so that there
is probably not much point in discussingr the Directive
wi th them, as this would only be likely to cause
further unprofitable argument.

Tt is recommended that the Secretary of 3tate
should concur in the draft Directive and Administrative
Instrue tion and that he should ask for
whether, in the light of proceedings in the SecurityCouncil, he sh,.uld communi-ate the Directive in advance
to t h United: Nations Coti sion or whthr this stepoull be omitted in view of the Dommision's failureto function,
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TELEGRAM FROM

R. Tamimi 0o
fP

5th April

D6osal of Camps and land

Arab higher Committee strongly protets against
the offers for sale by public auction of lands

iginaily acquired by the Government of Palestine
rm Arab owners.

Requests immediate cessation and cancellation
Of all proceedings for Sale y-publ~c auction of
these lands and restoration of them to their former
owners.
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CWF17 B691 DMAS

CWF17 B691 DAMAS

LC SECRETARY OF FO

ARAB HIGHER COM1TT

FOR SALE BY PUBLIC

OR EXPROPRIATED BY

OWNERS FOR USE BY

_
352 4 1655 =

REIGNN AFFAIRS LONDON

'EL STRONGLY PROTESTS AGAINST

AUCTION OF LANDS ORIGINALLY

THE GOVERNMENT OF PALESTINE

BRITISH WAR

THE OFFERS

ACQUIRED

FROM ARAB

NI

AND AIR MINISTRIES AS CAMPS DEPOTS OR AIRFIELDS STOP

SUCH LANDS WHICH INMOST CASES SERVED THE AGRICULTURAL NEEDS

OF THEIR OWNERS COD NOT HAVE BEEN EXPROPRIATEn FOR USE

OF BRITISH FORCES IN PALESTINE EXCEPT BY REASON OF

SPECIAL POSITION OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT AS MANDATORY AND

TRUST E. IN PALESTINE AS

NO FOREIGN MILITARY FORCE COULri HAVE COMPULSORILY

ACQUIFPEn ANY LANDS IN DALESTINE. STOP NOW THAT BRITISH

FORCES ARE ON POINT OF WITHnRAWING ANn OOJECTS FOR

WHICH EXPROPRIATIONS WERt. MADE HAVE CEASE'? TO OPERATE

IT IS A MATTER OF ELEMENTARY JUSTICE ANn FAIR DEALING

THAT SUCH LANDS BE RETURNED TO THEIlR

FORFMEF OWNERS ANn THAT NOT ONLY ON THE STF:ENBIH OF

RIGHT OF PROMPTION OF THE OWNERS RECOGNISEn AND RESERVED

BY THE AEEDISLATION IN FORCE AT THE TLIME OF EXPROPR lAT ION

BUT FURTHER ON GROUNTn THAT ORIGINAL EXPROPRIATICN WAS

MAnE POSSIBLE ONLY BY VIRTUt. OF THE SPtCIAL FI nUCARY

pg0XXfp fg0 POSITION OF BRITISH GOVERNMENT
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MSTGP INSITENCE OF BRITISH FORCES ON

lp YMENT
OF ANY AMOUNT IN EXCESS OF

COMPENSATION PAI! TO OWNERS 
WOLD BE

UNDER WHICH AND PURPOSES FOR

AN ABUSE OF POWERS

WHICH SUCH LANDS WERE

ACQUIRED STOP SAVI LANDS WERE NOT ACQUIRED FOR SPECULATION

OR INVESTMENT

WHEREBY BRITISH MILITARY FORCES WOULD 
BE MAKING

THEREFROM WOULn BE

THE MANDATORY OR THE

PROFIT

TRADITIONS OF BRITISH GOjtVERNMENT

OF
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AFAB HIGHER COMMITTEE THEREFORE

IMMEDIATEURGENCY

PROCEEIlNG
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CESSATION AND CANCELLATION OF ALL

FOR SALE 3Y PUBLIC AUCTION

THEIR FORMER OWNERS
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C. A.F. Dundas

DAMASCUS
47
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'Sale of Saraf and Camp.

Refers Damascus telegram No, 159 (E3899/8/31)
dated 25th March, Now encloses copies of two

memorandum communicated by Azzam Pasha on the subject

of the sale of Sarafand Camp, reffered to in telegram

under reference.
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(25/5/8). 3
Sir,

4 4,

4<*'

British Legation,
Damascus.

K 41 45 27th March, 1948.

2 APR 198 (

I-

Tith reference to my telegram No. 159 of 25th March
concerning the Sale of Sarafand Camp, I have the honour to
enclose one copy and copies in translation of the memorandum
with enclosure on this subject which I received from the
Secretary-GeneraJof the Arab League. I have acknowledged
receipt of this niemorandum to Azzam Pasha.

The member of my staff to whom a similar verbal
representation was made by the Director-General of the Syrian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs took the opportunity of pointing
out that a decision in this case as to the rights of former
owners of expropriated land to have first claim to the re-
purchase of land now being sold by His Majesty's ' government
might well be regarded as a test case liable to set a precedent.

I am sending copies of this despatch with translation
enclosures only to His >ajesty' : Representatives at Amman, Bagdad,
Beirut, Cairo, Jedda, to the British middle Vast Office, the
U.K. Delegation of the U 1nited Nations and to Mis :bccellency the
high commissioner for Palestine.

I have the honour to be
ith the highest rescect

1ir,
Your most objection, humble *ervant,
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The Military Authorities in Palestine announced see two weeks ago, their
intention of selling the building of Sarafand Camp, including the site, by sealed
tenders; It has been learned that the final date for accepting tenders is Thursday
the 25th of the current month.

1. The Sarafand Camp is the main camp for the British Forces in Palestine. It is
located along the Jaffa-Jerusalem road, between Jaffa and El-Ramleh and in
the neighbourhood of Iydda Station, the Central Station of the Railway Lines,
and it overlooks the main roads of communications between the East and West,
North and South.

2. The Camp is erected on a site the area of which amounts to about 3700 dunams,
or 370 Hectares, all of which had been taken from Arabs in accordance with
the Expropriation Law. This Law had provided, at the time of expropriation,
that preference for purchase should be given to the original proprietors when
the land was no longer required. This Law was abrogated in 1943. The abrogation
of this Law ought not to affect the right of the original proprietors to take
it back and to be given preference over others when the site is sold.-°

3. The Camp is located in Area "A" wherein land is not permitted to be sold except
to an Arab of Palestine, in accordance with the Lands Law. Should the owner
of land be a non-Palestinian Arab the High Commissioner would then have the
right to authorise its sale to a non-Palestinian Arab. In this case the owner
is a Foreigner, namely the British Army. Consequently, it cannot be sold to
the Jews except by the use of the special authority of the High Commissioner.

4. This Camp is located in an rab region and this increases the Arabs' right
to its purchase.

5. The sale of this Camp to Jews means that the British Uilitary Authorities are
transferring the ownership of Arab lands to Jews.

6. The purchase by Jews of this Camp will lead to the throttle of extensive Arab
areas, in particular the City of Jaffa, because it will give Jews domination
over the roads connecting this City with other Arab areas, and will also lead'C
to the throttlag of all the Arab areas round Jaffa comprising El-Ramleh
and Iydda and their villages.

7. The choice of this site by the British Army since the occupation period for the
erection of their principal Camp and the large sums of money spent on its
extensive constructions, point to the importance of the strategic value which
this Camp has. It may be said in general that he who dominates Sarafand
dominates the roads of communication of the country.

8. The Camp is now in fact a completely equipped City. Should the Jews succeed
in purchasing it they would bring their illegal immigrants, who are now in
Cyprus, to live in it. During the .ar this Camp was able to accommodate
60,oo soldiers.

9. The Arabs are prepared to purchase this Camp. They however object to the"eT c
very short time given. The sale and liquidation of a Oarp like this in this
very short period of time is an unreasonable undertaking.

1V. The Arabs object likewise to the method of sale by tenders as this will enable
the Jews to share the chance of purchasing it and will even give them a greater
chance because of their well-known resources, whereas the Arabs believe that
they have the sole right to purchase it.

Te request:

1. The postponement of the sale and the fixing of another and adequate period of
time.

2. The sale to bihrestricted to the Arabs alone.

3. The change of/method of sale from "tenders" to "private agreement" with the
Arab Organisations, who are the sole legal purchasers and who are prepared to
pay a reasonable price.

Damascus.
24th March, 1948.
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x4379/8/31
TELEGRAM FROM

Mr, Broadnead
DAMLACUS

176

6th April
7th a

E

gale of Sarafand Camp,

Refers Damascus telegram No, 158 (K3899/8/31)Has now received further memorandum from Azzam Pasha
Which elaborates arguments presented in his previous
memorandum and developed the case for re-sale to theArabs of all land expropriated front Arab Owners,Particular reference is made to Sarafand camp andKalandiyah airfield.
Gives list of requests made in th memorandum,
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should beretained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]
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6th April,
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1948.

You may care to
-enclosed copy of a record
discussion between Ormeroc
Editor of the New York Po:
I have just received from

me have it backlet

see the
of

d and the
st, which

in due course.

There seems to be a good
deal of sense in Thackrey' ts .
proposed solution.

I 2. Z

B.A.B. Burrows, Esq.
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Registry
Number

TELEGRAM FROM

Sir Ronald
Campbell

CAIRO
439

8th
12th

April
it

E

Has had enquiries from foreign cdlleagueos regardingcontinuation of foreign consular ftnctions inPalestine on termination of" the Mandate. Foreignconsuls presumably work at present on legal basisof exequatur granted by Government of Palestine.It has been argued that His Majesty's Governmenthave therefore a responsibility towards consuls at
present there and some responsibility for trying tounsure that recognition at present granted is
formally passed on to Successor authority.
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FROM CAIRO TO FCREIGN OFFICE

Sir R. Campbell.
No.39.

8th April, 1948.
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D: 9.25 a.m. 9th April, 1948.

l: 1.55 a.ni. 9th kril , 1948.

ted. to: Jerusa les Seving.

2 I1940
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